Maurer School of Law: Indiana University

Digital Repository @ Maurer Law

Maurice James Holland (1984-1985 Acting; . .
1986 Acting) Maurer Interim/Acting Deans

3-13-2001

The U of O's Greatest Grad

Maurice James Holland

Follow this and additional works at: https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/holland

b‘ Part of the International Relations Commons, Legal Biography Commons, Legal Education Commons,

and the Legal Profession Commons

Recommended Citation

Holland, Maurice James, "The U of O's Greatest Grad" (2001). Maurice James Holland (1984-1985 Acting;
1986 Acting). 14.

https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/holland/14

This Misc. Materials related to Dean Maurice Holland is
brought to you for free and open access by the Maurer
Interim/Acting Deans at Digital Repository @ Maurer Law.

It has been accepted for inclusion in Maurice James ql

Holland (1984-1985 Acting; 1986 Acting) by an

authorized administrator of Digital Repository @ Maurer JEROME HALL LAW LIBRARY
Law. For more information, please contact INDIANA UNIVERSITY

rvaughan@indiana.edu. Moo School of Lo


http://www.law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/index.shtml
















the Lions.

To nostalgia in Portland was added acclaim in Eugene when Matsuoka visited his alma
mater, which hailed him as "Duck Alumnus of the Year." This visit, for which one of his
assigned student escorts was future-Senator Dick Neuberger, seems to have gone extremely well.
It certainly generated a lot of local publicity, most of it favorable to the by-then world-famous
"diplomat," fresh from having given the back of his hand to the increasingly discredited League.
The only small drawback was that the visit had to compete against another campus attraction, a
speech by the "muckraker" journalist Lincoln Steffens, the man who once commented after
touring Stalin's Russia that "I have seen the future and it works." There is no record that
Matsuoka and Steffens ever met to exchange views. A more improbable encounter can scarcely
be imagined.

The highlight of this visit to campus was an address delivered in Gerlinger Hall on April
8, 1933. My copy of the autographed typescript of the address, bearing many interlineated
corrections and revisions in Matsuoka's painstaking script, bears only the nondescript title
"Address at Eugene." Given his fondness for American colloquialisms, had he given his address a
more descriptive title, it probably would have been something like "Stick to Your Own Knitting."
The main thrust of the speech was that Japan was accomplishing admirable things in Manchuria,
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The U of O's Greatest Grad

Oregon‘ ‘oﬁnors Noted Alumnus

tumed an honored alumnus.

~ "He ‘has. beéen vanously called .. by
‘Portland and Eugene newspapers as -’

Oregon's No. 1 alumnus,” “the little
‘giant of the Japanese delegatton to the
League of Nations,” and “Qregon’s
most - famous graduate.”

“There. was a.strange contrast be-"
tween the receptton received by Yosuke

‘Matsuoka. many years ago when he

first casne to Oregon, and the reception °
accorded him this'month. A boy of 13,
seeking solutaon to problems of iamxly. :

and finance in his native land, came to
Portland, alone and unbefnended de-
termined by stint-and energy to get an
-education.

_"In 1900 the dream of the vouth of
'13 had been consummated.: He waiked

‘_ Yosukc Matmol(a ]apan s most famom dzplomat who
R graduatcd from the University Law school in 1900, re-

" turns to Oregon. to make only- speech on American soil.

'fPlcads for mzder.fmndmg of Iabtm s case in Marzchurza.

\f -

" ment in the peace negouatzons whzch
- followed the Shanghat incident. His '
‘name. was.on- every diplomat’s tongue
when he led; the .Japanese delegation

from the L neot to return.

‘His speech to the students and - féc-'
'_uity of the Umversuy follows in part:

*.

Tlus isa very happy day for .me:
Oue of my happiest thoughts, on leav-
irig the League of Nations and starting
back to japan by way of the ‘United

from the University of Oregon school . ™™

of law, then located in Portland, with
‘a diploma under his arm and: the. right
tto place an YL B.” after his fame.

‘He had graduated second’ highest in his

‘class. He was distinguished then for

‘his fluent use of English, and is today .. 3
.considered the: most.adept of any Jap-.

anese diplomat in his use. of the En,,~
11sh Ianguage. ,

‘N? wex he returned to }hpan in 1904 -
he passed the diplomatic exam-.

lination with the highest record. For

ithe next 15.years ‘he was success- ~ .-
ively vice-consul in' Shanghai,- secre~ i
tary of the Japanese embassies:in St |

Petersburg {Leningrad), Washington,
and Paris, and secretary-to the prime
minister. and foreign - minister, - Count
Terauchi,

‘He was a secrétary for his country
at the Paris peace conference, and in
1921 . he became . consul-general at
Chengtu, Cliina. The follov.mg year
he was appointed a director of the

South Manchurian Railway company,
of which he became vice-president in- -
1927, resigning two years latér tg be- .
come @ member .of the national Diet.

Last z;-vino he represented his goveiis

E it e A A

Mr. Yosuke Xatsuoka,
- an Oregon alumnpus who has at-
talned such prominence in werld
diplomatic circles, that when he re-

LL.B. 00,

returned -to the Oregon campus
rece tly newsnapers titled: mm
regors No.. Alumnus.” -
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States, was that I wouEd see again thls
University which is my alma mater.
The’ only- degree . of any sort that I
hold is the one conferred upon me by

.the University of Oregon, and if 1
~should eveér receive another.
‘whatever University, it would never
- displace. in my appreciation the one
_that T strove and worked as a young
_man to attain at this institution. The
~learning and the .training -that. I re-

“from

ceived at the Law college have been of

. "‘.;mestlmable value to me.

I have no doubt you wﬂl want me to

speak on the subject of Manchuria.
It is ‘quite-a large subject, because it

-- has ramifications extending throughout
 the world and histerical roots that run
deep into the past. How much of this

history do you know? The League of

Nations, I found, did not know much.
Manchuria is neither in America nor

in Europe; it is on the other side of

" the world, But it is near to Japan. ~ -

. Japan has fought two-wars on .the
plains of Manchuria, and one was a
sttuggle for her very life. We want
'to fight no. other. We want :peace.

‘3 That, 1 ina phrase, is the reasof for onr

action in Manchuria.

In the first place, \Iauchurn wils
never Chinese territory. It was never
-governed by China. Tt was brought

“into the vast empire of China by the

Manchus, who crossed the great wall
and conquered China. After the over-
throw of the Manchu dynasty.in 1912,

China did not conguer Manchuria, Ir
was Chang Tso-lin, 2 man who har

hegun his ¢2reer as.an ordinary hand:t
who became i+ nf -the sparben--

-settled territory..



~time -in -establishing these pri-

IChiina ‘with, arms, men and -
mioney, to create a communist
‘revolution there and’ erganize - °
ia new.soviet government,

= ‘These Russian-agents failed, .
but they left .behind in China
‘a: movement which is still -
-strong,: still growing and still ‘ ‘
. dangerous to- the peace of the . e R

' Manchuria was waged in 1894, against

- the Manchu  government, because of
1that government’s.'pretensionis .to suz-
‘éfainty over ‘the kingdom ¢f Korea in

violation of ‘a “treaty between Japan: -

-and’ China.

-As a_ result of the Russo-Japanese

war, which took place i 1904 and
1905, the Manchu dynasty was given
the opportunity to obtain: control of
Manchnuria. ‘But no government .of

“China, - neither: that of the' Manchu
dynasty nor that of the republic, which

was proclaimed. in 1912, was capable
of establishing law and order in Man-
churia. - No Chinese “government has
succeeded down to the present '

uuuuu Haanval vl Uuups, did urging me
people to drive us out of the country.
What China had never possessed, what
the men of Japan ‘had suffered and
died to obtain in the war with Russia,

what Japanese ability, .enterprise and

investment had built up, was to be

-taken over by the war.lords, but- not
* by the -people. of China. o

It is interésting to note that neither
China nor ‘any western ' country re-
garded Manchuria as of any import-
ance until Japan’s enterprise, invest-

ments. and sacrifices transformed it
from a' wild, neglected country to a-

desirable place to live.

* The Lytton report to-the Lquue of

mey know and appreciate it. The
people do not hide from their conquer-
ors.or cower before them; they wel-
come them:as benéfactors bringing
liberation and have many times sur-
rendered meekly without any fighting.

For the past sixty years Japan has

'stood and striven for peace in eastern

Asia. This has beeri our one great pol-
icy since. the beginning of the Meiji
era. Ever since China came in’ con-
tact with the western powers, over-a
hundred. years ago, either by her.own
folly or through her wn weakness, she
has ‘tempted ‘and even invited western
powers to commit acts of "aggression.

She has played one power off against

. another. She played Russia

‘mary -esséntials of administra-

IManchuria went. from bad to
iworse- under. the rule. of the
iwar lords. Remember, the Jap-
/anese nation 'is still paying off
'the enormous-debt of that war -
'of a'quarter of a century.ago,
as well as having made the
sacrifice of 100,000 souls just
-for wresting’' Manchuria.. from
Russia and returning it to the -
Manchus, - - ' y
. But Russia was not yet out
iof - the picture. Though the
imethods of Soviet Russia-are
idifferent from those of Tsar-
Hst.. Russia, ' the aggressive
imovement : eastward was re-
:sumed after the brief period:
lof - the  Russtan - revolution.
1Soviet. agents’ were sent to whi

To the Members of the Faculty, the S
‘and Alumni of the University. of Oregon: _

As I resume my hurried jowrney o San Fran-
cisco, my.last stop in this country before embarking
for Japan, my mind turns back to-the kind and hos-
‘pitable welcome extended
University.

atmosphere of

_the students of Ore

of my country and of yours.. - o
. (Simed) YOSUKE MATSUOKA, , -

ition, even in .any part of China S R Y- T
iproper:  And conditions in "MatSUOka_ .G'rate‘FUI

‘ S En route to San Francisco,
' April 10, 1933,

tudent Body,.

i to ‘mhé. at Eugené by the
of Oregon. "My all too brief: visit there .
~has been one of the most pleasant episodes of my
-irip across this country and-certainly will not be
forgotten. I am deeply grateful for the University's
kind invitation and the opportunity it gave me to
“meet again old friends and make the acquaintance
of others whom I had not known before. It was
- also pleasant for me to enter .once more into- that’
quiet learning -and good fellowship
ch I .came to love when I was. a student at ‘the. .
. University, The message which-I wish to leave with.
A gon in parting is that I place
unbounded trust in them to do their best to further
friendship and understanding between the ‘peoples

==="" off -agdinst Japan, turning
"Manchuria over to her in or-

. der to make trouble for us.
" And since the Russo-Japanese

© war, what has she been trying

to do? She has been playing

- off America against Japan.
~ She wants you Americans. to
- fight us Japanese.. Don’t make
any mistake about that. I give
you this warning. It is the way
‘of the Chinese government,
- whether called an empire or a
republic, to’ intrigue with ‘one
foreigh power against another.
As far as'I can_see, your
people have ever been ready to
- give. their moral support to
Japan, and to cooperate with
her.in  her. great policy - of
.maintaining peace and. order
- throughout . the - Far East,
. though' they were at no_time.
prepared to engage in forceful

. meéasurés to that end. -
Your people are not-so dis-
posed -at this moment, and,’ I
. believe, will not be so disposed
in the future. Your nation will

- not be prepared tosend its sons
to.the Far Fast'to fight; anhd

. perhaps lose their lives, ‘in

Far Fast.' Its influence" ex-

tends- over six pr

National - government - controls ~ but-. .
: . L LT ' * .-genuine. . Here, as ‘in “other places,
+“Lord - Lytton and -his . colleagues are

.. There  was no- interference from

‘Japan' against “this movement until it

‘began to renace our position in Man-

churia: * As long as it was confined to-
‘China proper, we took no part in op- .

posing it - But we had made it clear to

Manchuria since the Russo-Japanese

‘war as:essential to,_,bur'.et;o’xj()jmié and
N ~ _than_the people' of - Manchuria have
-ever known before. It is already a bet-

Political security. -~ - o
., Nevertheless;, 'a’ numbet - of voung

Chinese educated abroad entered Man-
churia and began to agitate against us, -

telling the ignorant soldiers that they

ovinces, - while the-

=== order to. uphold the integrity

_Natiohs conteénds that the independ-
‘ence movement.in Manchuria was riot

wrong, The people 6f Manchuria had
been fearfully taxed and brutally mal-
treated- by the soldiers - of Chang

. Hsueh-liang . and. his . father, and as"
in - they were sure they would not be per-

China and to all the world that we re- -
ded the interests we had built up in..

mitted to return, the people rallied with
administration. - - .
. This new government: is-a better one

enthusiasmi to the support of the new -

fer government than any that exists in

any- part of China proper. Japan has
freed.: the - people of Manchuyria _apd...
2

million soldiers actually in th field,
e gl FE RETOL 16

.. _..of China. That is my. belief,
Bat Japan, because of her geographical

situation and the vital character of her

‘interésts; which are at stake, must be

so prepared. She cannot move out.of
the situation in which she was placed
y nature. She-is destined to-live side.

. by. side with China. . ‘

Japan'can not sit back-and deliberate
and moralize; she is obliged to act as
seems best under any given set of cir-
cumstances. She is confronted by a
China in.chaos and- disintegration—-

- and within ‘the great expanse ‘of Chi-

nese territory, there are' numerous gov-
ernments- atd factions, each- fighting
the othier, with as many as two to three




moment lose sight of soviet Russia,

which has not yet given up the dream

of world revolution, )
" In short~Japan is facing two great

- revolutions now going on in the world
» —omne-in-China and one in Russia,

. The League of Nations is hot a
: superstate and has not the power nor
' the influence to.save Japan from the
: effects -of -this. co-called reyolutionary
- diplomaty, The League’s object is, of
- Course; peace, just as Japan's is.' But

the League, far away at Geneva, is in-
- dulging in’ dreams, while Japan, right

on the ‘spot, cannot afford to .dream.’
‘She is today actually fighting for her
‘Very existence. . '

Would it not be the pért of common :

sense to suppose-that Japan, actually
on the spot and engaged-in grappling’
with the situation at .close - quarters,

knows what she is.doing? Does it not.

‘appeal to you as the part of wisdom to
trust Japan and give
‘a few years, to prove that she is. TEas-
conable .and sincere in her views. and
 actions ? S S
~Japan' and the Unitéd "States to-
' gether have -a'mission to perform for
_the peoplés of the ‘Pacific area. We
‘should feel that this is a_mission or-

Nated Guest

her time, at leéast.

The U of O's Greatest Grad

dained for us by God and dictated by
our environment. -

So far as outside influence is con-
cerned, no people on earth have con-
tributed so much as you. Americans
to the building. up of ‘modern -Japan.
If you dislike Japan as you find-her
today, if you dislike the manner in
which she behaves, you should, T think,
bear in mind that you are, to 2 greater
or a-less degree, to blame. Japan is
today the only progressive nation in
the Far East and offers the only hope
for stability amidst the general chaos
and disintegration going on in eastern

sia. ‘

I am of the opinion that. Japan’s
mission ‘is to contribute towards bring-
. ing together the east and the west by
endeavoring to -merge them into one
humanity and one civilization of the
Pacific.  Japan .is ambjtious to con-
tribute its part to' the €rection of a
resplendent edifice to Oriental culture

and ‘civilization, taking into it the best.

‘that is in the west and saving humanity
and the present civilization from the
abyss of ruin and’ despair towards
which it is moving. e

I firmly believe, however, that this

great nation of America’ has "ideals

26

_touch with: the east.

Titmaelt N
B Hill, president of the student body.

fully as high and noble as ours. Far
from envying or criticizing you for it,
I praise you and am at one with you,
If Japan and America vie for leader-
ship in the pursuance of these high
ideals, it will be a worthy competition,

Whoever, -either among Japanese or
among Americans, dares to create mis-
understanding or misapprehension be-
tween the two great nations facing
each ather across the Pacific, is com-
mitting an unpardonable crime against
humanity. '

"I congratulate you young people
who have been born, brought up, or
educated here in one of the states of
the Union which is washed by the
waves of the Pacific. You are nearer to

‘the future sphere of the new civiliza-

tion. You are in an environment and a
position that brings you into closer
Keep an open
mind and try to understand us.

-In your hearts, vow before God that
you will not let the Pacific ocean be a
wide expanse that separates you from
the éast; but let it be a waterway that

‘unites you with us; and in this way,

let the coming Pacific: civilization be
in fact what the name of the ocean

-indicates, -

s

=

) R

rE ;
BEngulshea .
igo of Natlons, and those whe groeted hlm' hers

: Blelg Nen!ierer, editor of the Emerald; ond

—

amnos and bead of Japap's

0 right—"Toyolehl Nalmmura,, Japariese consil at-
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—_—
Famed Oregon Graduate

" The fibted Ja}anete diplonat, gmdpate.‘nf the 'Unlvmj-lt.f and re-
‘ cent?ls!t&g—on-the catupus, 1 spen here i soms scores at Portland,

Y rﬂm s-rave-o!lﬁ!.jﬂbﬁﬂebmmmg‘:”!"‘m

0. mothion_Tightpolice-pscor} viitar on_serivat 2 the Tost
'*—“%:T,;,wan_wm_w. Caldwell dhairman of -the P?En!{ Chastiber
o Dot Be e e i

Yosuke Matsaoks, noteq Jopaieso suateaman, who will apeak this
ifternoon at t o'elasl, My, Matsoeka, a graduate of the University

drawal, trem ‘the Lengue of Natiins recently., He u_expe_owﬁ,tn-mku
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that the Manchurian people never had it so good, and therefore the American people should
applaud, or at least withhold judgment and not rush to precipitous ill-informed condemnation as
the League had done.

It is interesting to recall reactions to Matsuoka and his speech on the part of some
prominent university people. President Erb was reserved in his comments, stating only that he
found Matsuoka "interesting." Dean Wayne Morse, whose training had been in rhetoric as well
as law, was a bit more expansive, commenting: "The distinguished diplomat demonstrated
through his powerful address that he is an able advocate. In exposition he argues well; in
arguments he reflects his legal training." (Law deans seldom miss a chance to plug legal
education.) A Daily Emerald headline summed it up, stating: "Professors Impressed But Not
Convinced by Matsuoka." An Emerald editorial was critical of Matsuoka's argument: "We
cannot help but sympathize with what Japan eventually hopes to achieve in the Orient.

But it is, to say the least, incongruous to achieve peace with belching cannon and sputtering
machine-guns." For his part, Matsuoka remarked diplomatically that Eugene was a "nice, quiet
town."29

There was nothing odd about Matsuoka's being accorded a very friendly reception by the
U of O at this time, and, were it not for later events then foreseen only by a very few, nothing
which should embarrass the university for having honored him as "Alumnus of the Year." The
United States, after all, was not itself a member of the League. Moreover, the attitude toward
Japan in this country continued until well after 1933 to be quite friendly. To paraphrase what
Neville Chamberlain would later say about the Sudetenland, most Americans would have said
about Manchuria that it was "a far-away land about which we know nothing." To the limited
extent Americans thought anything about what Japan was doing there, many here admired it and
accepted the claim that the Japanese were just cleaning up a bloody mess no one else could
handle. American attitudes toward Japan would not begin to move toward strong disapproval
until four years later, with the "China Incident" and news accounts about the ferocious brutality
of the Imperial Army in such places as Nanking, where civilians would be buried alive and used
for bayonet practice. But when Matsuoka visited our campus, all of this, including the Nazi
alliance, still lay in the future.

Upon returning home Matsuoka's suddenly-acquired, enormous popularity did not result
in his being immediately called to high office. He was still too distrusted within leadership inner
circles, certainly by Hirohito, as too much of a wild card, a stormy petrel. Before he was
proposed to the emperor by Prince Konoye to become foreign minister, a few other things would
have to happen.

29This account of Matsuoka's U of O visit, including quotations, is taken from the
OREGON DAILY EMERALD April 7, 8, 1933.
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First, Matsuoka exploited his new standing with the public by getting himself elected to
the lower house of the Diet. His idea was to replace the moribund multi-party system with a
one-party system with him at its head, similar to what Hitler had just done in Germany. This
venture came to nothing and he soon resigned from the Diet. He then returned to his old
stomping grounds in Manchuria, this time as president of the South Manchurian Railway. There
he waited, a Hector sulking in his tent, for the imperial summons to form a cabinet as prime
minister, or at least to take charge of Japan's international policy as foreign minister. But that
would not come until another crucial event occurred that would make Japan's involvement in
World War II all but inevitable.

That event, in 1937, was what the Japanese called "the China Incident." Like several
other nations, including the U.S., Japan had, from shortly after World War I, maintained military
forces in China to protect their concessions from one another and from the warlord gangs, as well
as any latter-day Boxers. (Those of you who saw the movie Sand Pebbles might recall its
depiction of the U.S. Navy's Yangtze River Patrol.) Bear in mind that, during almost all the
period between the two world wars, China was in a chronic condition of anarchy and lacked an
effective national government, Starvation existed on a massive scale. Many believed that China
was on the verge of following Russia into Bolshevism, and Mao's communists were already in the
field.

On July 7, 1937, Chinese soldiers belonging to one of the warlords opened fire on, and
killed, some Japanese troops, ironically at the Marco Polo Bridge near Peking. The Japanese
reaction to this provocation was disproportionately massive and ferocious. Hundreds of
thousands of infantry troops were quickly dispatched to China, Japanese aircraft began
indiscriminate bombing of cities, killing thousands of civilians, including Americans and other
foreigners, and the Japanese Imperial Navy began shelling port cities and interdicting trade.

Chiang kai-shek’s Nationalists refused negotiations with Japan until the latter first agreed
unconditionally to withdraw all its forces, which it refused to do. Following the method earlier
used in Manchuria, the Japanese established a puppet regime at Nanking, which it then
recognized as the only legitimate government of China. This had the intended result that Japan
was effectively negotiating with itself. Unsurprisingly, especially in light of the "Rape of
Nanking," this puppet regime gained no genuine support among the Chinese people.

The next three years saw Japan get "bogged down" in China in much the same way the
U.S. would do in Vietnam in the 1960's. Although its forces rapidly swept down from the
northern provinces to occupy Peking and almost all of China's coastal regions, the Nationalists
withdrew to the difficult-to-penetrate interior and, sometimes in cooperation with Mao's army,
waged a tenacious and bitter resistance. In this the Nationalists received massive material
support from many nations of the world, including such an odd pairing as Stalin's Russia and
Hitler's Germany, as well as the United States and Britain.

This resistance, and the international support it received, caused Japan to become
increasingly enraged and frustrated. This rage and ferocity focused particularly on Chinese
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civilians, who appeared so ungrateful for the liberation from European and American domination
Japan claimed, and probably genuinely believed, it was trying to bring them. The following
words, attributed to the Japanese commander, Gen. Matsui, on the eve of the Rape of Nanking,
gives a flavor of his army's sanguinary state of mind: "Our devil-subduing bayonets are whetted
and just on the point of being unsheathed so as to develop their divine influence,"30 Among the
devils who would be subdued, and divinely influenced by, those unsheathed bayonets were tens
of thousands of Nanking's civilian population, including babies torn from their mothers' arms.
Good will toward Japan in America and throughout most of the rest of the world turned to
stunned condemnation. I'm quite sure that Matsuoka would not have been accorded a friendly
reception by the U of O at any time following the China Incident.3!

From 1937 until Matsuoka became foreign minister in July, 1940, Japan remained
impaled on the homs of a classic dilemma. China was simply too big and its population too large
for Japan to win militarily, certainly not as long as Chiang continued to be massively supplied by
outside nations. On the other hand, it could not find anyone having any popular support with
whom to negotiate a face-saving withdrawal. Unilaterally withdrawing with nothing to show for
its losses in lives and treasure was ruled out of the question. To do so would imperil, if not
destroy, Japan's self-image as the leading nation and liberator of Asia, discredit the circle of ultra-
nationalist politicians who went through a revolving door in and out of successive cabinets, and
leave China, with a land mass and a population many times larger than Japan's, posing a threat,

30Herbert Feis, THE ROAD To PEARL HARBOR (Princeton Univ, Press, 1950), p. 54.

31Matsuoka took the following view of the Manchuria and China Incidents: “[They] are
nothing but manifestations of Japan's attempt to forestall the destruction of civilization. The
Manchuria Incident should be termed the start of construction, not destruction, of world peace.
The Co-Prosperity Sphere in the Far East is based on the spirit of Hakku Ichiu, of the Eight
Corners of the Universe under one roof. 1 firmly believe that the great mission that heaven has
given to Japan is to save humanity in conformity with the great spirit in which Emperor Jimmu
founded the Empire. Japan should take over the management of the continent of Asia on a large
scale, and propagate Hakku Ichiu and Kodo in Asia, and then extend it to the world, It is not that
America's leaders don't understand this, but they don't try to understand it." Otto D. Tolischus,
THROUGH JAPANESE EYES (The Cornwall Press, 1945), p. 173,
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likely in Bolshevik garb,32 not just to Manchukuo, but even to the security of its home islands.
In July of 1940 the somewhat feckless Prince Fumimaro Konoye was commanded by the

emperor to form what would be his third cabinet. Konoye had been prime minister at the time of

the China Incident. His charge in the summer of 1940 was to find men to form a cabinet that

_ ___coulld resolve Japan's dilemma, a dilemma made ever more acute by Britain and the United States
* beginning a phased embargo on the oil, steel, and rubber imports on which its production for both

military and civilian purposes was entirely dependent.

Although Matsuoka was not, as he had hoped and expected, chosen to head the new
government, Konoye submitted his name to Hirohito to become foreign minister. The
temperamentally cautious H1ro}uto accepted Matsuoka in that key position, though reluctantly
and with many reservations. Konoye did not hold a particularly strong hand, and seems to have
felt con_l_pelled to promise Matsuoka virtual autonomy in conducting Japan's foreign policy.

“In taking office Matsuoka confronted an excruciatingly difficult problem. Japan felt .

compelled to continue its fighting in China until it either won outright or at least gained a strong -~

enough military position to force Chiang to negotiate and permit a dignified withdrawal. But the
U.S. and British embargoes were threatening to force Japan to simply give up in China, and even
to throttle back its production for domestic civilian purposes. Neither of these eventualities was
tolerable, the latter because the Japanese people had been promised that their nation's adventures

ce Xonoye hes avoided
{ favoritism and has based his choica
_on ‘tommon sense. Japan's polities
!t:“ :;:oyg belng put on the right
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32Although Chiang was himself strongly anti-communist, his Nationalist government
received substantial aid from the Soviet Union. That, plus the fact that the Kuomintang included
some figures thought to have communist leanings, caused Japan to suspect that Chiang might be
little more than a cat's paw for Bolshevism. '

Stalin withheld aid from Mao until after World War II becaunse he thought that "the Great
Helmsman" could not overcome the Nationalists, and also because he thought Mao's brand of
peasant-based communism, if it ever came to power, would prove too independent of the
Comintern. Stalin, of course, proved right about the latter and wrong about the former.
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Prince Konoye announced a New Order for East Asia,
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in Manchuria and China would quickly give them a much higher standard of living equalling the
most prosperous nations in the West. '

By the time Matsuoka became foreign minister, most of Japan's leaders had already
decided that the only way out of the China imbroglio was to strike south and seize control of the
British, French, and Dutch possessions in Southeast Asia. Thus Burma, Malaya, Singapore, and
perhaps even India, increasingly chafing under British rule, would be swept into Japan's orbit and
amenable to furnishing it with raw materials. French Indo-China, now Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia could be easily detached from a soon-to-be defeated France, thereby cutting off the
principal route by which supplies reached Chiang's Nationalists. The greatest prize would be the
Dutch East Indies, with their rich supplies of oil and Burma with its rubber.

There were good reasons for Japan's optimism that all this might work. For one thing, in
each of these lands there was increasing indigenous, nationalist agitation for independence from
their European overlords with whose cause Japan might plausibly associate itself. For another,
little was to be feared from France or the Netherlands, which were on the brink of being overrun
by the Wehrmacht and forced to surrender.

Still, Matsuoka faced three daunting questions. First, was Japan prepared to break off
what had long been her principal alliance, with Britain, and possibly even risk combat against
Royal Navy vessels still stationed in the Pacific, mostly operating from its great base at
Singapore? Second, and relatedly, if fighting broke out with Britain, how would the United States
react, given that we were already committed to doing everything in our power in the Atlantic
short of entering the war to stave off her defeat by Hitler? Third, if Japan moved most of its
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