Indiana Law Journal
Volume 10

Issue 2

Article 8

11-1934

Bar of Other States - What Do You Say?
R. Allen Stephens
Illinois State Bar Association

Follow this and additional works at: https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/ilj
Part of the Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility Commons, and the Legal Profession
Commons

Recommended Citation
Stephens, R. Allen (1934) "Bar of Other States - What Do You Say?," Indiana Law Journal: Vol. 10 : Iss. 2 ,
Article 8.
Available at: https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/ilj/vol10/iss2/8

This Special Feature is brought to you for free and open
access by the Law School Journals at Digital Repository
@ Maurer Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Indiana Law Journal by an authorized editor of Digital
Repository @ Maurer Law. For more information, please
contact rvaughan@indiana.edu.

BAR OF OTHER 'STATES"

The lawyers and their wives of the second congressional 'distrift held their
third annual meeting at the Culver Military Academy, Saturday, September
22, 1934. The forenoon was spent in touring the grounds and buildings and
enjoying special entertainment given by the cadets. In the afternoon the
guests went on a trip, in the large motor boat of the Academy, around the
beautiful lake. At 6:30 P. M. a banquet was served in the Maxinkuckee
Inn. The new president-elect is John Randolph of Lafayette, and the secretary-elect is Attorney Sills of Lafayette.
Gerald Rybolt spoke before the members of the Howard County Bar Association at the Elks Club Tuesday night, September 11, 1934, on the subject
"What of Our Future ?" The meeting was held at Kokomo.
The Allen County Bar Association held its Annual Meeting at the Fort
Wayne Country Club in Fort Wayne on Tuesday evening, October 2, 1934.
This was a dinner meeting presided over by the President, Judge D. Burns
Douglass. The following officers were elected to serve the Association for
the coming year: Clyde W. Reed, president; C. Byron Hayes, first vicepresident; Otto E. Grant, second vice-president; Roy S. Welty, secretary;
Henry Hasley, treasurer; and D. Burns Douglass and Edward W. Meyers,
trustees. The dinner meeting was addressed by Mr. Merle Abbett, Supt. of
the Fort Wayne Public Schools, his subject being, "Frontiers Past and Present." Sixty members were present.
Virtually the entire membership of the St. Joseph County Bar Association
turned out Thursday evening, October 4, for a stag party in the Hotel
Lasalle, South Bend, honoring three young attorneys recently married. The
honor guests were Paul M. Butler, Charles W. Hahn, and Milton A. Johnson.
The Clay County Bar Association held its first regular monthly meeting
of the fall season at the Davis Hotel, Brazil, October 4.
Thomas Cannon, graduate of the Notre Dame Law School has been admitted to the Delaware County Bar Association.
BAR OF OTHER STATES*
What Do You Sayf**
By R. ALLAN

STEPHENS

Secretary, Illinois State Bar Association
Observing the complaints made against members of the Illinois bar, as I
am frequently called on to do, I have been impressed with the fact that so
many of them come as a result of the attorney undertaking to represent a
client in a branch of the law with which he is entirely unfamiliar. Let me
give you two recefit illustrations.

* This department is devoted to the activities and programs of the bars of other
States. It will contain, from time to time, items of interest extracted from the Bar
Journals of sister States and any other such material which may be supposed to interest
the lawyers of this State.
** The foregoing article, which appeared in the June, 1934, issue of the Illinois Bar
Journal, is used with its permission, and is of special interest in view of Canon No. 46
of the Canon of Ethics adopted by the American Bar Association. This canon, adopted
in 1933, reads as follows:
"Where a lawyer is engaged in rendering a specialized legal service directly and
only to other lawyers, a brief, dignified notice of that fact, couched in language indicat'
ing that it is addressed to lawyers, inserted in legal periodicals and like publications,
when it will afford convenient and beneficial information to lawyers desiring to obtain
such service, is not improper."
The Editor will appreciate brief comments as to whether the Indiana Law Journal
should open its advertising pages to lawyers for conveyance, of. the information
described in this new Canon of Ethics.

INDIANA LAW JOURNAL

One client wanted a lawyer disbarred because he is now advised that his
case was lost on a technicality which any trial lawyer should have been
familiar with. His lawyer is one of high standing in the profession, but is
usually engaged in consulting and advising clients, and I doubt if he has tried
a contested case in ten years past. He should never have gone to court on
that case.
Another complainant is ready to say that all lawyers are worthless
because she bought a piece of real estate upon the opinion of an excellent
lawyer, only to find that he was unfamiliar with a recent opinion of the
Supreme Court affecting the title. I happened to know that this lawyer is
one of the best trial lawyers in the State, but he has little knowledge of real
estate law and should not have accepted the job of examining this abstract.
So much for the older types of practice. When we get into the newer
fields such as income tax, bond issues, governmental matters, bankruptcy
and other specialties, the ordinary lawyer is usually incompetent outside of
his own particular field.
One of the big reasons why laymen have been encroaching upon the
practice of the law has been this lack of special knowledge on behalf of
members of the bar and the lawyer's inability or refusal to recognize his
weakness.
We have plenty of specialists in the profession. In fact every one of us
has some branch in which we are more proficient than many others. However, under our present set-up we do not avail ourselves of our own experts,
and so I want to make these suggestions to the lawyers of Illinois.
Why should not each member of our various local bar associations file with
the Secretary of the Association a statement of those fields of law in which
he thinks he is especially qualified? One lawyer may feel that real estate
law is his forte, while another one may think that he can cope with the best
in one or more of the fields of trial of civil, chancery or criminal cases; or
perchance banking law, tax matters, workmen's compensation, public utility
or some other line of law work may be his especial field. Have this information compiled so that each member of the Association will have in his desk
the names of all of the lawyers of his association with their chosen specialties.
Then when a client walks into an office of a lawyer whose field is one of real
estate law and desires a defense in a criminal matter, let the lawyer turn to his
list of associates, select from the list some one with whom he feels he can
safely associate and call him into the case, giving him a division of the fee.
Under this system the responsibility of the client would still remain with
the attorney originally retained by him. If he brought in a trial lawyer he
would probably sit in court in the case and advise as to his client's interests.
If it were an income tax matter, the associate counsel would be expected to
come to the office of the lawyer retaining him and work as his associate on
that particular problem.
If this system could be carried out, it would not be long before a client
would be safe in going into any law office with his business, assured of the
fact that if the attorney did not happen to be qualified in this particular field,
he would bring in someone who could do it.
You would not employ your family physician, with no experience in surgery, to undertake to operate upon you for appendicitis. But you go to him
with full confidence that if he is not familiar with the treatment of your particular ailment he is honest enough to say so and will recommend a doctor
to you who is able to handle the case. The doctors do this in the face of
their Canon of Ethics which prohibits the splitting of fees. As far as I
know, we have no such limitation, although the need of the system is almost
as great as in the medical profession.

AMERICAN BAR

A business man the other day told me one of his friends had asked him
where he could get a lawyer to organize a corporation, and he told him he
could not advise him because of the fact that while he knew a number of
the lawyers in his city, he felt the organization of a corporation was a matter which should require technical skill beyond the ordinary practitioner.
Had the foregoing system been in effect, in that city, any lawyer would
have been readily able to call in a local attorney especially qualified in this
branch of work and the job would not have gone out of town to a layman
organization as it actually did in that case.
Another suggestion is to have this matter handled by the State Bar Association. While it would bring a large amount of detail work to the secretary's office, if our members desired it we would be very glad to tackle the
job in this way: send out a blank to every member of the Association, enumerating the various types of practice, and allo* each member to indicate the
branches in which he considers himself especially fit; classify these selections
according to cities, making a list which would be available to our membership or to.prospective clients. It would be a real job but should be worth
the effort if it resulted in a move toward increasing the business of our
members in'their particular lines and above all, keeping the law practice in
the hands of the lawyers.
And when I am talking about this matter, I am not speaking only about
conditions in Rockford, Rock Island, Peoria, Bloomington, Springfield, East
St. Louis, Decatur and similar cities, but if ever there was a place where such
an organization is needed, today, it is in Chicago. Our office very frequently
has inquiries from prospective clients as to where they can get a Chicago
lawyer who will handle a peculiar line of legal work and outside of two or
three of the old standard fields, we are utterly unable to give the information.
Every Chicago lawyer should have at band a list of a large number of
counsel especially qualified in every conceivable branch of the law from which
to select a temporary associate. We downstate lawyers would welcome such
a list to assist us in placing business where it should go.
What do you say, Illinois lawyers?

AMERICAN BAR '
What Judges Can Do**
Three outstanding recent instances show how judges can act to improve
the administration of justice and what some judges in fact are doing.
In Oklahoma, as was set forth in an article in a recent issue, the Supreme
Court has exercised its undoubtedly constitutional power to see that justice
is administered without denial or delay. Faced with a tremendous congestion, the carry-over from earlier days and also the result of the industrial
development of the State, it called in the judges of trial courts to act as commissioners. They responded promptly, and the Judicial Council has recommended that a similar demand be made on the ability and learning of the
Bar, in case it is found necessary.
In California the scene shifts from the Supreme to the trial court-the
Superior Court of Los Angeles. But the leading role being played by the
This department is devoted to the activities and program of the American Bar'
Association. It has for its purpose the presentation of a limited amount of material
calculated to keep Indiana lawyers in touch with the movements and thought of the

national bar, as reflected in the activities of its Association.
**An editorial reprinted from the American Bar Association Journal, June, 1934,
with the permission of the editor of that periodical.

